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MINUTES 

  

COSM 

Commissioners 

COSM Working Session 

Wednesday, March 9, 2022, 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Edgar M Bosley Jr. Municipal Admin Building 

300 Mill Street; PO Box 206 

St. Michaels, MD  21663 

• I. 

6:00 - Call to Order for Working Session - Pledge of Allegiance 

• President Bibb called to order a remote working session of the Commissioners of St. 

Michaels at 6:00 p.m. in the meeting room of the Edgar M. Bosley Jr. Municipal 

Building, 300 Mill Street, St. Michaels, Maryland, and the Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited.  Also present were Commissioners David Breimhurst, Joyce Harrod, Aida 

Khalil and Tad duPont, Zoning Officer Kymberly Kudla, Police Chief Anthony 

Smith, Brian Thompson of Public Works, Legislative Clerk Suzanna Warnick, 

Meeting Coordinator Kimberly Weller, and members of the public. 

II.  Agenda Amendments 

• Interim Town Manager Jeffrey Rhodes said that under the Bids and Contracts section 

the Commissioners would also be announcing the contract for the new Town 

Administrator. 

III.  Announcement of Prior Closed Session 

The Commissioners met in closed session on February 25, and March 2, 2022 pursuant 

 to Maryland Code, under the Open Meetings Act, General Provisions Article 

 Section 3-305(b) 1:  To discuss appointment of appointees over whom this public  

body has jurisdiction. 

• President Bibb announced the Commissioners' prior Closed Sessions on 

February 25 and March 2, 2022 as noted above. 

IV.  Announcements from COSM and Staff  

• Police Chief Anthony Smith and President Bibb had comments on the tone of the last 

meeting and called for civility going forward.  

Chief Smith announced the departure of Officer Jason Adams after years of 

dedicated service.  Chief Smith said Officer Adams was moving on to a new position 

in Annapolis.  Chief Smith said luckily the Town had a new officer joining the St. 

Michaels force who was fully trained and ready to serve the community 

immediately.  Chief said experienced officers were key to a smooth transition and to 

the continued support of his department's community policing goals.  Commissioner 

Khalil said the Town's first spring event, the Chocolate Festival, brought many 

people to Town for the weekend.  Commissioner duPont said there were plenty of 

children among the visitors and they were delighted to climb on the antique fire truck 
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stationed at the Motor Museum.  President Bibb outlined the regulations for public 

comment and called for public questions or comments. 

V.  Comments from the Public 

• Chris Thomas. a resident of E. Maple Avenue and a member of the St. Michaels Fire 

Department, addressed some public questions and confusion about the Fire 

Department's role in the community and explained the department's communications 

and public safety processes.  He also clarified that inspections are the purview of the 

State Fire Marshall's Office and not the local Fire Department.  He noted that clear 

and working public communications processes are in place at the County and State 

levels for emergency services and hazardous materials.   Mr. Thomas then answered 

questions from the Commissioners and there was a discussion and clarification of the 

purpose for Knox boxes.  Mr. Thomas concluded that he was working with 

Commissioner Breimhurst to develop an informational constant contact email for 

residents.  Eric Bridges, a business owner on outer S. Talbot Street, had a question 

about the location of the comfort station near his wife's business on Fremont Street. 

VI. Consent Agenda for Minutes, Department Reports and Event Permits 

Minutes 

• February 23, 2022 - COSM Legislative Session 

March 2, 2022 - Budget Work Session 

Department Reports for February 2022 

• Police 

Disbursements 

Year to Date 

Profit and Loss 

 Planning and Zoning 

Public Works 

Administrative 

Marketing and Communication 

• • 

Events 

• - Public Event Application from Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum, for Eastern 

Shore Sea Glass Festival, to be held on the grounds of the Maritime Museum, 

April 2 - 3, 2022, from 10am to 5-4pm, for approx. 3,000 attendees daily; 

- Sign Permit Application from St. Michaels High School, for Senior Graduation 

Signs on poles along Talbot Street. from May 15 - June 15, 2022, approx. 62 

signs on the poles; 
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- Town Use Application from Saints Peter and Paul High School, for use of 

Muskrat Park and the Gazebo, for the Senior Prom March from the Park to 

Foxy's at approx 7 pm, for approx. 125 attendees. 

• There were no questions or comments on the Consent Agenda. which consisted 

departmental reports and minutes for the for the February 23rd meeting and the 

March 2nd budget session, and upcoming events.  Commissioner Breimhurst 

had a question about the Sea Glass Festival's traffic plan, and Commissioner 

duPont questioned the police department's monthly budget overage.  Chief 

Smith responded to the questions, after which Commissioner duPont then made 

the motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Commissioner Khalil 

seconded it and the motion passed on with a roll call vote of 5-0 in favor. 

VII.  Bids and Contracts 

Contract for New Town Administrator 

• President Bibb announced the hiring of a new Town Manager, Mr. Rob Straebel, 

formerly of Michigan and provided general details of his contract and his 

background.  Mr. Straebel begins work April 19th and the Commissioners then 

voted on his contract.  Commissioner Breimhurst made the motion to accept the 

contract as presented.  Commissioner Khalil seconded it, and the motion passed 

on a roll call vote of 5-0 in favor. 

VIII.  Comments from the Public 

• Joe Morton, a non-resident but the owner of two businesses in Town and a twenty-

year veteran of law enforcement, urged the Commissioners not to short-change the 

police budget, but rather perhaps look at charging events more for operating in St. 

Michaels.   The Commissioners discussed this idea with Mr. Morton, who said he 

would put some of his suggestions in writing. to the Commissioners. 

IX.  Comments from the Commissioners 

• There were no further comments from the Commissioners. 

X.  Commissioners Calendar / Future Agenda 

• Commissioner Breimhurst advised the public that as the Commissioners worked on 

the budget, now was the time for their questions and input.  The Commissioners set 

additional budget work sessions for Monday, March 14th and Friday, March 18th at 

4:00 p.m.  President Bibb said he wanted to meet with the business community 

before re-scheduling the proposed registration ordinance.  Commissioners Bibb and 

Harrod agreed to meet with businesses at 3:00 p.m. on Friday, March 18th in the Boy 

Scout cabin.  The Commissioners then discussed other items for their future agendas. 

XI.  Announcement of Future Meetings 

• March 23, 2022 - COSM Legislative Session 

XII.  Adjournment 

• The meeting was adjourned at 7:13 p.m. 


